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Latin, of course, was the chief subject taught, but the
classes were conducted in French, and a Nouvelle Me'tbode
written in the mother-tongue with verb-endings and inflec-
tions printed according to an elaborate colour scheme, was
in use in Oratorian classrooms four years before the
publication of Lancelot's Nouvelle Methode latine. The
congregation seems to have printed several textbooks for its
own use, especially for the teaching of history, which may
literally be called a " speciality " at Juilly since it was taught
by only one master in a room hung with charts, maps, and
chronological tables. Geography was closely correlated
with history, a practice which endured for long in French
schools.1 True to its national character, the Oratory
stressed French history, Pere Berthault bringing out two
progressive textbooks, Florus Franciscus and Floras Galticus.
Greek was apparently never brought to a very high
standard. Latin authors were studied intensively, but less
value was set upon writing Latin prose than was customary
in Jesuit schools. Every week there was une composition or
Latin theme, the marks for which were recorded, hence the
French term " composition " for a written examination in
any subject.
As followers of Descartes, the Oratorians could not but
be good teachers of mathematics. Jacques Fournenc
published a textbook which included trigonometry, conic
sections, the calculus, and mechanics, while Pere Lamy in his
Elevens des Mathematiques introduced his pupils to the new
idea of logarithms.
The order of day in an Oratorian college did not differ
much from that of other schools, except for the somewhat
injudicious practice of cutting up the time into half-hour
periods. Pleasant relations seem to have existed between
1 See Part 3J, Chap. VI, "The Evolution of the Cumculum."